aotian At
report, and Has been supple-
me: t'%d by

ofter clearance b

ever sir
he 1962 Geneva accords, which

—

.«By JOHN W. FINNEY
o ;Spec!al to Thé New York Times
WASHINGTON, Aug. 2—Thé

Nixon Adminisiration acknowl-

edged today, through a Senate’

sybcommittee staff report, that:
the Central Intelligence Agency
wds maintaining a 30,000-man’

“irregular™ force noW" fighting*

throughout most of Laos. ;
Many néws articles in rec

yedrs have described CILA.
sp’f}psfors}iib of an irregular
armty in Laos. However, the;
subcommitte¢’  Tepdrt repre-*
| the first time that the
gé_ﬁ‘(?_*f‘ﬁtlﬁﬁbl'y "and officially
cofifirmed its military activities
: eport ‘indicatéd’

¢ of the irregular’

nits ‘in Laos was' ‘more wide- in

spread than had beén indicated!

—

.
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A lazntatn

w

DATE 3

8

R L R ) % -1ne-copt-of military ai
|Laos may noW De RN Weiic. | icaid 3 liém;ﬁi;ar%.?f

“{The veil of secrecy which has|
long kept this secret war in:

Laos officially hidden from the

ecytive branch was st re-
using to make public “rertain’
“ruths conhcerning the nature,;

icomposition and command ar»}

irangements of the Thai forces|
?n Laos.” The information the|
{Administration has refused to|

ake public, he said, bears on|
he question whether the re-
gruitment of the Thai forces:

iolates a provision against:
iring soldiers that was written
to the Defense appropriations’
#ct last year.
: One fact kept secret by thel
pxecutivé branch is the pre-{
ence in Laos—referred to in,

y past-by Senator J. W. Ful-i

HAY~aerording to the,

Thai “volunteers”
paid by the C.L&
r ©

PR
QYO

ed for the Senape

commitments W
nd Rich-

e renm——-

varsion of their
oriés elassified _top
vas made pupblic. today
the C.LA.

pbrt marks the formal
tfﬂr&ecret

Saen ‘toidlucting in Laos|
the breakdown of

ipBbsed to re-establish

Byiington of
*the”" subcommittee
3“1t is an en-
% 551 ‘that the execu-|

Mrrally agreed[
ited States;

ent of

#rst

éxclusive of the amount spent
on the Thai forces.
<This was the first time that

repo

% t—of a series of Thai gen-|
s who use the Thai equiva-:
John Doe as eirt
es. The senator did not give
» Thai equivalent. In contend-
that the provision against
ng troops is not being vio-
ed, the State Department has
gued that the Thai voluntecrs,
e under the command
Royal Laatian Army.
* Out of the report came the
detailed description of tae
4dly rising cost of the Amecr-
‘#A military involment :in &
in which, the repovt ub-
ed, “the Royal Lao Govern-

ment continues to be almost
totally dependent on the United
States, perhaps more dependent
an us than any other govern-
ment in the world.”

! U.S. Spent $284.2-Million

+

* In the fiscal year 1970, whici

dnded on July 1, a “partial
total” of United States expendi-,
tpres in Laos came to $284.2-
million, of which $162.2-million;

4§ fqr mititary aid, $52-mitlion!
edonomic aid and $70-mil-
n wa$ spent by the C.LA.

e C.LA. has permitted dis-
osure of its spending in Laos,
d even then the figure came
t indirectly through subtrac-
on from over-all estimates in-|
uded in the report.

*In the current fiscal year, the

rt said, the estimated cost
military assistance has “risen

rapidly,” doubling since Janu-
ary, mostly because of increased

being furnished the

W Laotian and irresular
e .

i ab large as it was in fiscal 1967

‘{American peop'e has heen
partially lifted.” i
senafor;

. United States assistarice began

! North Vietnam. ‘

Aue

oice of 30,000 Laos —

ms is mow expécted to
cpme to $374-million in the cur-
rent fiscal year. At that level,
tBe report observed, the cost
will be more than three times

and 25 times as large as when

nine years ago.

Not included in" these esti-
rdates were the costs of United
States hombing wgperations in
rjorthern Laos in suppdet of the
Royal Laotian force§ and in
sputhern Laos against the Ho
Chi Minh supply line used by

:The report said that Ameﬁ’fg‘fﬁh ‘
ons iy Laos had dé:

of dver the last two years,
; tedg?mp plaﬁesx:wr-‘

- with a daily’
rate of 440 in the first part of
11969. At the same time, B-25
bombing in northem Laos has
{increased since it was begun

in February, 1970, with what
iamomm to “free fire zones” be-
ling established for the bombers.
'These zones have been cleared
‘of the civilian population and
ﬁactivity in them can be cop-

sdered to be supporting the

e

enemy.

The report also said that !
sacent months the Chinese Com-*
mamists have increased thetr
adr defenses along the 10ad they
ave building in northern Laos,
making the “area one of the
most heavily defended in the
world.” The Chinese, the report
said, have thoved in “a heavy
new increment” of radar-direct-
ed antiaircraft guns, raising the
total to 395, including for the
first time 85-mm. and 100-mm.

s that are effective up to

000 feet. .

The area around the Chinese-
‘huilt road is “off limits” to
American planes, but the report
noted that on at least two oc-
casions the road had been at-
tacked by unmarked Royal Laos
air force T-28s furnished by
the United States.

The Chinese build-up of anti-
aircraft defenses began after an
attack by two Laotian planes in
January, 1970. _‘

In the last two years, the Te-
port said, the size of ‘the
Chinese forces along the road;
has increased from 6,000 t0 be-
tween 14,000 and 20,000. Since
November, 1970, the Chinese,
in addition to “upgrading ear-
lier road’ construction,” have
constructed eight small-arms
firing ranges of a kind normally
.associated with garrisons of

d troops as well as a large

vl building and 66

| . Approved For Release 2002/08/01 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300080079-5

FAGE U

= T

The Chine:s road stretches%
from the Ciurese to
Muang Sal in north-central
Laos, with b-anches extending
toward Diensicnphu in North
Vietnam ané toward the Thai
border. The jurpose of the road:
remains unciear, but the report,
observes tha' in terms of “areas
of irfluenc.” the “practical
effect. of the Chinese road is
that the Chinese border has al-
‘ready been shifted southward
ot encompa:s 2 substaritial por-
ition of norihern.Laos.” i
To subcommittee members,k
probably the most significant
disclosure” of the report was
confirmation that their irregular
units in Leos are ‘‘trained,
equipped, supported, advised
{and to a grest extent organized
'py the C.i A"
i Tha “B.i. units,” as they are
{known. ¢ or the French term
|“battalion; guerriers”), “have
{become ti'e cutting edge of the
imiiltary,” ke report said, “leav-
ing the Foval Lao Army as a
force primarily devoted to a
staiic de‘arse.”
Thees :rits began as a force
Meo iribesmen under Gen.
ang Pa> +-perating around the
1#me d- s Jarres, but now, the
sort s i they are operating
, all s ctions of Laos except
small m litary region around
'ent;olar»:r, the administrative
oital. ]
Excey: 'or a 1,500-man cadre
from U : Royal Lao Army, all
imembe: 5 »f these units, accord-‘

ing t¢ ke report, are “yolun-
teers,” with their rations and
pay st opiied indirectly by the
1A :rd guaranteed evacua-
tion i wounded by air America
nelice Ters, ;

At .o point in 1968-69, the
ize -f the irregular forces
totale.l 38,000 men, according/
{0 th> report, but it is now
‘down to adiout 30,000 men,

— e

{argei: :ecause ‘of desertions,
hes\(y‘ c.sualties and’ “financial
restranis incurred Dby bud-
getary } mitations.”

Wih the military manpower
‘pase in Laos «exhausted,” the
e i iaid, the agency turned
nai “volunteers” to sup-
-t the irregular forces.
Tko precise number of Thai
wyplmieers” in Laos Was de-
jetec from the report, but Sen-
ator Clifford P.

ito T
\plem
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gupervises _and pays for the
taiping of thesé irregulars in
Thailand and provides their sal-
AtY, Sllowances (including death
,m_s), and _gégia}ﬁonal costs

- In_addition, they are

by
i

i

g
g
=4
&
g
a
1
5

alr operatiod in Laos supported
by American intelligence.

_.Qn_the guestion why _the
dhai irregulars were Wanted,

b

t 40"

e g T

i %L@ﬁ?ﬁ “féathed a gener-
gloomy conclusion about the
flitary and political situation
0s—an appiaisal that, ac-
fing fo subcommittee aides,
the execiitive brahch reluctantly
agreed could be published.
~“#Most observers in Laos say
that from the military point of

feport said, “and the initiative

gehs Tlearly to be in the hands
the epemy.” It added:

I e

ere, 8
P ?s fdﬁ?a{aldng or holding

8RY of the two-thirds of the
‘¢diifitry no” longer under Gov-
ment cotitiol but only a
fope, not too firmly held in
&h’ giratters; that the one-
hird  of Laos tefritory now
fifder Government control can
‘¢¥Tthue to be held”
,-dhe report said, “No one we
&€ in Laos, American or Lao,
a&bths to hdve a_prescription
for the future other ‘than to

&

in 1ao0s.” In a
Sgeortad to and From Laos|

G nclus:o  Generally Gloomy |

view, the situation there is
Bwing steadily worse,” the

\re ~ Eppafrefitly nof

eoftinue t6 do what s being
dofie mow.”
n their inost’ @pgimfstic mo-
menpts,” it continued, “Lao and
Americans; as “Well as most
festern Obsérvers, expressed a
guarded  belle! that they Lao
All be able to cling to what
ing of their tefritory. be-
ng that the war In Viet-
" will_end in an agreed
ment"in “which the great

ware will participate and that
Ry Wil eag 10 4 %imso-
ol ih uatio

|

DATE

NORTH
VIETNAM

.HanoI

H
H

i

Gulf of

Road being
Y
Chinese

VIETNAM |
J\\\:\\ H

THAILAND

Ay

) Communist h;ld areas in Laos - CAMBODIA

- Aug. 3,15t
two-thirds of Laos thit
© Vientlane Governmes =

The Now York Times. .

Shading - shows &
is no lIonger umder

e
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lea

States secrg\ﬂy spgnt

; %ﬂefted 30,000 Lao™ irregulars

gperating in four of the five
- miilitary relgmns of Laos, plus
irregulars operating main-
the strategic Plain of Jars

(koS
THE Mfﬁ&cg.ﬁgﬁase 2002/08/01 CIA- RDPB&PP%Z%R}Q%O@QSOO?Q 5PAGE t

"t» WOLES M VI g
epartm?gnt and Cienfraﬁ}m
L gence Agency
| 1t is the first time thaf CTA:
actwmes in Laos have beer con-’
firmed and given some detail
publicly.

The report states that the L.ao;
1rregulars—called BG units after
their French name, batLahon~‘
‘gt‘remers——“are part of the ir-|
regular forces which are,

sed today indlcates

trained, equipped, supported,
ations subcominiittee, sup- adv1sed and, to a great extent
organized by the CIA.”

These forces, the report con-.
tinues, have become the ‘cutt-|
ing edge” of the Lao military’
forces, far more active and efil-

"= S8 LAUS, Pagt A-Z'

itt

§ five
otlaF jons

g
the nre%o

er
dndored report, ofi June 8'put
' er of Thais at 4,800
Long Negotiatlp ok
i QAmadp_gubﬁ: t“c‘iay
e weeks of intensive

. -
S s e

Lao Amry

in and
ays, April 22 and May 4

betwéén the authors |-

rt, James G. Lowen-, - oo Sinited States goverr

may now be made public.”

‘Eto

1 troops m aos

Most Exg ‘“rfs

ang? Symmgto
fe whole uncensqges re
executlye sessxgn; of

.,‘W 5

Sena A “sanitized”
bgtg behn'a:;c
pear in

E?B(S'd OMOITOW,

a%he most exact Tig

éle on the cost e

E
‘l

Te sen

1tsa

‘hgr

- Contmued From Page Al
cent than the 60,000-man Royal

v -Sen. Stua:rt Symington. D-
Mo., chairman h(:f the security

ittee which sent Lowen-,
52‘9 9}1“11 Moose fo Laos Tor 12'
4, said
it was ‘“‘an encouragmg sign
that the executive branch has
finally agreed that much of

ment has been doing in Laos:

‘But he hit the continued un-
willingness of the administration
knowl d g e, certain

mam,y the composition
mmand arr, ngerqents for;

rt
versxon of;
Josed doors is

the” Congressional

e public “récgrd,” the
report today manages to
res to
he secret
Ation, but overaﬁ Yotals still
‘Dbtgined only by pytting to-
pleceb of what

For mstaqce a key passaget
lists a total of $284.2 million as
thé total U.S. éxpenditure in
Laos in the fiscal year ending
June 30 —exclusive of bombing
reepts,  That $2842 mllllon, the

report says, is made up of “a
estimated $162.2 mllhon in m111-
tary assistance, $52 million in
the AID program (economic)
-and $(deleted). spent by CIA ex-
‘clusive of the Thai irregular
costs.”

By school-boy mathematics —
uncontested by administration
representatives — that makes
the CIA budget for irregulars $70
million.

In addition, Secretary of State
william P. Rogers said June 15
that the total U.S. expenditures
jn Laos in fiscal 1971 — exclu-
sive of bambing — was $350 mil-
lion, not $284.2 million.

That makes an additional $65.8
million spent.

Cammitige sources say part of
Lthat: $65.8 million went for addi-
tional and unexpected expendi-
tures after the staff was in
'Laos. But the vast bulk was to
pay for the Thalirregulars — a
figure deleted iromlthe report.

Therefore, a conclusion, pro-
tﬁcE-" ft om the" report, souxPces
close to the Senate committee
and ublic statements by Rog-
ers, ‘s that the U.S. spent about
$130 million on the activities of
dthe -regulars in Laos — Lao
and T ai irregulars.

Rogers’ Estimate

Also for the first time, the
report produces official fxgures
t6 document the steeply rising
1cbsts of the Laos war since 1963.

For fhé fiscal year 1972 which
t!mgﬁn July 1, the overt military

Jc.sance _program alone is to

$252.1 million,

'I'hat is more than double the
e $162.2 million spent in fiscal
1971, moére than three times the
gmoint spent in fiscal 1967, and
25 times greater than the $11.9
million first spent in fiscal 1963.

refer~ce - Thai officers anaj

Tregalar &t is deleted, for in-
stance, alhough Fulbrlght on
July 21 si:d there was a Thai
general us:n: a pseudonym with
the Thai f¢ -cs.

The Thai units, said Fulbright,'
fil“are recriit-d in Thailand and
they are uncer the command of,
the tactical immediate com-
mand of, Thai officers. A lot of
them are -e:ular army officers,
and a lot of them are recruits.”

But the administration, in an-
swer to S¢»&ie charges that this
Thai op ration violates anj
amend :n«nt against foreigni
forces in}.ans or Cambodia, has’
said that ¢h> Thais are “yolun-
teers” unier Lao command and
not organ‘:ei in their own units.

The rejori today makes the
point thal Thais are needed be-
cause of t:e dwindling “‘military
manpower hase” in Laos. That
is estima‘~¢ at 114,765, says the
report, ai-d is ““exhausted”’ by
the dema id~ of the Lao army
and irreg i#rs. Gen. Vang Pao’s
forces, th ' ..ao ifregulars, have
lost 3,272 .ilied and 5,426 wound-
ed since 1'%7 . it says.

The repor: says that, despite
the huge x.enditures of Amer-
ican mon-y and Lao and Thai
mahpowé: . “most observers in
Laos say .hit from the military
point of v == the situation there
is growir.: steadily worse and
the initia iv> seems clearly to
be in the h#nds of the enemy.”

(:lese Double

The repert also finds that
Chinese .:a-ticipation in Laos,
along 'the rcad from the Chinese
border ir o north central Laos,
has mor: than doubled in two
years. U:.; ‘rom 6,000 men, the
Chinese 7-r:e is now estimated
by U.S. iit-lligence at between
14,000 and 0,000 men.

Since ! uvember 1970, the re-

I

port says. “he Chinese, besides
improvin;; previous road con-
struction, l:ave installed eight
small-arr:s firing ranges usu-

ally asso: izted with ground gar-
s

risons, antiaircraft guns,

Informatlon on the Thai irre
ulars is the mnst censﬁreﬁ A%l

T s

raumg -otal to 395.
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. By Laurence Stern
o WashinztpprPoss_:SLg;; Yv;ite; 3
The Central Iptelligence
Agency spent about $70 r_nigl-

- lion to operate an army of ir-|

regular ~ forces = numbering
mote than 30,000’ men in Lags

duting Fiscal 1971, a Senate’
Foreign Relations Committee:

. _,giﬁif__l:gport;diScIdSed vester-
lay. e ,

. The repor{ portrayed a far

bropder picture of clandestine

Apskican jovelvement in the

£S, NOW

13

!fofen"chJ batajllons guerriers),|
than had previously surfaced:
publicly in Washington, &
The 23-page document, pre;|
pared by Committee. staff
menthers James G, Lowen..
stein and Righard M. Moose,
was ' released yesterday by,
Stuart  Symington (D-Mo.),af
chairman of the subcommitteg)
on United States . Securi

Agreements and Commits
ments Abroad. ; .

hearings and newspaper affl.
cles two years ago, that 1@
principal CIA-trained guerrifla)
force in Laos was concen-
trated in the Plain of Jars
-under the leadership of Meo
Gen, Vang Pao.

. But the new report, based
on_ interviews with American
military and diplomatic offi-
cials in Laos, asserts that BG
“irregular” forces are operat-

1K :x,o_g_

are under Vang Pao’s com-
mand in the second military
region, which encompasses the
Plain of Jars.

"The BG irregulars, says the
Senate report, are playing a
far more important role in the
Laotian war than. the Royal
Lag Army. They have taken
laeq,v%gr,ms;w ities .. and  ac-
dounted for higher enemy kills
than the regular Lao army
forces, .

" "See LAOS, A15, Col. 1

W AR BorBSET For Release 2002/08/01 : CIA-RDP73B00
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;- *In the 1068 to early 1971 pe-
" riod, for example, the BGs re-
- portedly suffered 8,020 killed,
and  accounted for 22,726
enemy deaths, according to of-
ficial figures. The Royal Lao
Army in the same period lost
3,664 and reported an enemy
kill of 8,522. A
-“The most effective military
force in Laos is not the Royal
Lao Army, but the force
- knowp gligvigvi%y ap ;1;3
Armes ndesgine , , .
now 8 the BGe . - The BG
~4itits afe part of the irfegular
‘forces which are trained,
equipped, supported, advised,
. 804 1q a great extent, organized
by the CIA” the report as-
“The BG unlts have hecome
the cutting edge of fhe Lao
military forces, as one U.S. of-
_ Helal puts it” -
.. The irregular units, says the
. staff report, “do most of the
.. day-today patrolling, ambush-
" Ing and attacking throughout
. <dhe . country.”” They are
§sir§&1;9’séy’f supervised apd fed
264 nd Ppaid by the CIA. Unlike
samihe Royal Lao Army, the Sen-
-«= ar@ guaranteed evacuation by
Air America helicopters (a
- --CIA-organized airline) and
~medical care-——in some cases
«=provided in a U.S. field hospi-
-=tg]l at the Royal Thai Air
- -Force base in Udorn, Thai-
land.
==Jt{ took five weeks of nego-
tiation with the Nixon adminis-
-tration to release the sanitized
version of the report. The doc-
ument is shot through with
: ﬂgi word “deleted,” which sig-
= fffles omlssions of fagts and
numbers insisted upon by ex-
‘ecutive agencies.
But the first time the CIA
permitted itself to be referred

——

{ian enyether Chiang
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ditur
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AID

g:;?;n rovide, as the

In ste choices oD

releast
Symingeific question

Executto to keep thie

eed d
Uniteds Republic of

been dtwo views and
be madegeciding that

“The o4 gtates will

2o s

. ke —wwas 22 QM
the Américan people has been
partially lifted,” he added. He
protfested, however, the admin-
istration’s continued refusal to
declassify much of the infor-
mation bearing on U.S. sup-
port of Thai military forces in
Laos.

Members of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee have taken
the position that the Thai
units which have been ac-
knowledged by the administra-
tion to be fighting in Laos are
in violation of the Fulbright
Amendment to the 1971 de-
fense authorization and pro-
curement bills. It prohibits
American financing of third
country forces in Cambodia
and Laos and was designed to
prevent further escalation of
the U.S. role in the Indo-
chinese war.

Most references to Thai
troops in Laos were. sanitized
from the staff report. Foreign
Relations Committee sources,
however, indicated that the

United States may have spent

DATE
in Laos Revealcd.

&

apnes of
in Laos,
CIA sur
the traii
lars in T
their sa
cluding

land and
make pu!
taxpayers J#+
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